DOF and BFRI are the prime organizations engaged in transfer of technology and adoptive research, management, dissemination of modern technology on aquaculture, fisheries management, hatchery operation etc., conservation of fisheries resources, quality control of fish & fishery products and planning, formulation, implementation of the fisheries development projects. This paper is intended to discuss the present status of fishery education and research in Bangladesh. Within the universities, research projects were carried out by students as part of the requirements for their degrees, and by faculty members who wanted to establish a publications record to fulfil their requirements for promotion. The result was that less challenging, but easily accessible, research projects were chosen, and little or no attempt was made to Table 2 Some particulars of fishery teaching staffs in Bangladesh Universities .
address the technical or socio-economic problems faced by the poor fish farmers of rural Bangladesh. Neither has there been any concentration on how the aquatic resources of the country may be better utilized in the drive to reduce poverty.
Organisational Structure
The University Grants Commission (UGC) is the Government authority under Ministry of Education (MOE) granted for all kinds of developmental activities. The UGC approve all new courses and appointments but in effect the Vice-Chancellor (VC) are to a large extent autonomous and accountable only internally.The General policy such as promotion, student selection, course structure, and university administration are controlled by the VC, Academic council and Syndicate.
Teaching faculty
The structure and composition of the teaching faculty in five universities are summarized in Table 2 .
Courses offered
Undergraduate courses of four years duration are offered as BSc (Honours) in Fisheries in four universities (BAU, DU, KU & RU) and BSc (lions) in
Marine Science at IMS recenty, RU introduced such a course under a new department (Table 3) . (Table 4) . The mode of execution and monitoring of the courses is the annual-mark system (BAU & CU) , integrated annual system (DU), and semester credit system (KU), although the duration of the undergraduate courses are the same in all universities. However, the number of courses given and grading marks vary widely from one to another (Table 4) . Typically, there is a 9-month teaching period for undergraduate courses, followed by two months revision, and a one month examination period. One credit hour is equivalent to one lecture of 55 minutes, one semester has 13 weeks duration with 2 lectures per week.
Masters Program
The Masters programmes in fisheries offered by the universities may be categorised into two types i.e., MSc in Zoology with Fisheries, offered by the general universities and the second category by the technical universities (Table 5) . The performance of the fisheries graduates is alleged to be below the standard required to cater for the needs of the sector3) particularly in the inability to apply known principles to solve practical problems of the sector. This is believed to be due to the inadequate training imparted, which involves little fieldwork to solve practical problems. 
